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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [4.55 pm]: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker.  

We have now come to the time of the year when I as Leader of the House, and other members, want to say a few 
words of thanks to those people who keep the cogs and wheels going in Parliament House and in this chamber, 
because without our tremendously dedicated staff we would never be able to run this Parliament. Before I start to 
thank various people, I want to say that this new government, which was elected on 6 September 2008, has 
passed some notable bills: the Surrogacy Bill 2008, the Police (Medical and Other Expenses for Former Officers) 
Bill 2008, the Training Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 2008, and the Mineral Sands (Eneabba) 
Agreement Amendment Bill 2008. Since this list was drawn up, we have passed quite a few more bills. So, we 
have not been asleep at the wheel. We have been working during our time in office. This year the Legislative 
Assembly has sat for 46 days, including the estimates hearings, and for 10 days under the new government. 

I commence my comments of appreciation by thanking you, Mr Speaker, for the way you have done the job that 
you have taken on. You have done a tremendous job so far, Mr Speaker, and I am sure I speak for everyone in 
saying that we have every confidence that you will carry on doing a splendid job while you occupy that position. 
I also thank the Deputy Speaker, the member for Mount Lawley; and the Acting Speakers, the members for 
Albany, Jandakot, Maylands, North West and Scarborough. I also thank the Leader of the Opposition and the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, and the opposition leader of house business, the member for Rockingham, for 
their cooperation and support during these early stages of this government. I also thank the Minister for Regional 
Development and Leader of the National Party, and other members of the National Party. I also thank the 
Independent members: the member for Churchlands, who is, of course, the Minister for Education; the member 
for Alfred Cove; and the member or Kalgoorlie. The Premier and my fellow ministers are also on the list of 
people whom I want to thank. I also thank the government whip, the member for South Perth, and his assistant, 
Sylvia Norton.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: We have not lost one yet!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: So far, so good! I also thank the assistant whip, the member for Darling Range. I also 
acknowledge and thank all our government members, who have been sitting here and learning how the business 
of this chamber is run; and they have done a great job, so thank you, everybody. 

Mr M.P. Whitely: What about me!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am coming to the member. 

Mr C.C. Porter: You can sit on Santa’s knee soon!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes! 

I also thank, of course, two people whom we would not be able to do without—Peter McHugh, the Clerk, and 
John Mandy, the Deputy Clerk—ably assisted by Kirsten Robinson, Clerk Assistant Committees; Liz Kerr, 
Clerk Assistant Procedure; and Julia Lawrinson, Sergeant-at-Arms, who I have to say does a fantastic job and 
gets everybody’s attention when she comes into the chamber. I also give thanks and gratitude to the Legislative 
Assembly office and chamber staff: Kathy, Megan, Isla, Denis, Daniel, Selena and David. I also thank all the 
Legislative Assembly committee staff for the terrific job they do with the various standing committees of this 
chamber, and the joint standing committees. 

I also acknowledge and thank Russell Bremner, Executive Manager, Parliamentary Services; Graham 
McDonald, Building Services Manager; and Peter Pascoe, Assistant Manager Building Services. I also thank 
Enno Schijf, Catering Services Manager; Mark Gabrielli, Dining Room Manager; and all the chefs and dining 
room, bar and catering services staff. I also thank Dawn Timmerman, the Finance Manager. I presume that is 
where we get our salaries from, so we have to thank her and the people in the finance department. I thank Rob 
Hunter, the Human Resources Manager; Judy Ballantyne, the Library and Information Services Manager, and 
her helpful and very friendly staff; and Belinda Corey, the Reporting Services Manager, and all the fantastic 
Hansard reporters. I emphasise that—our fantastic Hansard reporters.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: They do a very good job with your speeches. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Thank you; they make them look much better. When I get them back I think, “Did I 
actually say that?” But it must be true. They correct all the bad grammar and make the speech intelligible. I also 
thank, for our security, Ken Craig and all the security officers in this Parliament; Jane Gray, James Sollis, Cherie 
Toovey and Michael Loney, our Assembly parliamentary education officers; David Embry and the audiovisual 
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operators; and our wonderful switchboard operators, Cathy Harrison, Marilyn David and Rosalie Arnold. I think 
this applies to every member in this chamber, but when I call the switchboard, I do not have to tell them who I 
am. They know immediately; they recognise my voice. 

Mr P.B. Watson: They have a little light on the phone that tells them who is calling. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No; they recognise our voices—make no mistake about that. I also thank David Boag, the 
Head Gardener, and all the gardeners, who do a wonderful job in making our gardens look really superb. I also 
thank all the cleaners and indeed all the Parliament House staff who contribute to the operation of this place. I 
make special mention of our friends in the media gallery.  

An opposition member: I hope they are listening! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am sure they are! 

Before closing my remarks, I advise members that Thursday, 11 December is designated as a further sitting day, 
should we need to receive any urgent messages from the Legislative Council.  

Finally, I wish all members and staff, their families and loved ones a very happy and safe Christmas, and a good 
new year. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [5.02 pm]: I support the motion, and I join in 
offering my thanks and the thanks of members of the state parliamentary Labor Party to the people who have 
played a special part in our parliamentary activity over 2008. I begin by thanking the former Speaker, Hon Fred 
Riebeling, and the former Deputy Speaker, the then member for Wanneroo, and the people in the previous term 
of Parliament in 2008 who filled the role of Acting Speaker—some of them are still members—the members for 
Albany, Capel, Joondalup, Mindarie, Murray and Southern River. I thank you, Mr Speaker, for the courtesies 
you have extended to the opposition during the beginning of your term as Speaker. I thank the Deputy Speaker, 
the member for Mount Lawley, and the present Acting Speakers, the members for North West, Albany, 
Maylands, Scarborough and Jandakot.  

I thank members on the other side of the house. I thank the opposition leaders we have seen during the year—
Hon Paul Omodei, the present Treasurer and the present Premier. I thank the Premier for his contributions to the 
debates. We might have very strong differences of opinion throughout the year, but we are all here for the good 
of the people of Western Australia, and we have to respect each other’s contribution. 

Mr C.C. Porter interjected. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Even the contributions of the Attorney General! I thank the Leader of the National Party and 
the Independent members of Parliament for their contributions. Although he is not present in the house at the 
moment, I particularly thank the member for Willagee, the former Premier, for his leadership of the 
parliamentary Labor Party during 2008, and for his magnificent contribution to the state of Western Australia as 
Premier. 

I thank the parliamentary officers, in particular Peter McHugh, the Clerk, and the Deputy Clerk, John Mandy. 
The Leader of the House has listed a lot of people who contribute to our performance in Parliament and the work 
that we do. I would like to thank all of the staff: the attendants in the house, the gardeners, the security staff, 
dining room staff, library staff, and the bills and papers staff. Every member of Parliament appreciates the efforts 
of all those people. I must say when one moves into opposition, one particularly appreciates the services offered 
by parliamentary staff. They have been very helpful in assisting members of the state Parliamentary Labor Party 
adjust to their new role. One group of people I have not mentioned is the Legislative Assembly committee staff. 
Committee members know that without the work of those staff, the product of the committees would not be of 
the good quality that it is. 

I also thank people who now work for the government, but who did sterling work for us when we were in 
government: Nick Hagley, the head of parliamentary services, Tuende Selby, and Peter Kennon. They have 
worked for Premiers of the past, and they are now working for the new government. It is a good feature of our 
political culture that that sort of transition can occur. 

Finally—not quite finally—I would like to thank all members of Parliament. In particular I would like to thank 
members of the state Parliamentary Labor Party for the support they have offered me in my brief period as the 
Leader of the Opposition, and for the way in which they have accomplished what is a very difficult transition as 
people move from being part of the governing party to part of the opposition. I say well done to the members of 
the state Parliamentary Labor Party. I have been even more proud to be a member of the party as I have watched 
this transition.  
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I also thank the people of Western Australia who actually put us all here, and on whose behalf we work. I wish 
every member and everyone associated with the Parliament a very happy and healthy Christmas, and a 
prosperous new year. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [5.07 pm]: Very briefly, in many respects this has been a quite 
extraordinary year in the history of the Western Australian Parliament. I am reminded of the very sad loss of 
Trevor Sprigg at the beginning of the year, and from there on it has been a year that I think this Parliament—
whether for good or bad—will remember. As I said, it has been a quite extraordinary year.  

I also thank the chamber staff in particular, and all the parliamentary staff for their assistance throughout the 
year. I thank all members, particularly the new members, and I simply say to all that I wish those you love and 
those who love you a very, very happy Christmas and a very successful and prosperous 2009. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [5.08 pm]: It is an unusual experience for me to be speaking at the special 
adjournment at the end of the year. In prior years to this, I was always at the media drinks at this point in time, 
and I was always pretty annoyed when the bells were ringing whilst the media drinks were on—as were other 
members in this place who were at the media drinks and did not want to come down. It was always a good 
opportunity for the opposition when the media drinks were on as it was very possible for governments to lose 
divisions at that time; indeed, I think on one occasion a government lost a division because of it.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: It happened to me when I was Leader of the House! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a difficult time for any Leader of the House or manager of opposition business, but I 
am pleased to inform the Leader of the House that we will not behave in that grossly irresponsible fashion that I 
have seen of previous oppositions. We will act with the decorum and responsibility that the house deserves at 
this time, or so we think!  

I join other members in saying some thanks as the manager of opposition business. First, I thank all my 
colleagues for what has been a difficult three weeks and one day of sitting since the time that I have been 
manager of opposition business. It is never easy to move to opposition. One of the burdens of democracy is that 
governments sometimes lose elections. It is not easy to go from having power at one’s fingertips to not having 
that power. I express my appreciation to my colleagues for the way in which they have behaved during this 
traumatic period. They have got on with the job and made sure that we have been an effective opposition right 
from the start.  

I have also learnt a thing or two about the great Australian expression “herding cats”. As manager of opposition 
business, my role is to herd cats. I am pleased to say that the cats have been relatively easy to herd during my 
three weeks and one day in this role, and I hope that situation continues over the next four years.  

I congratulate the government on its election. Its members did a good job. This time last year I did not envisage 
the result of the recent election. Members opposite did a good job, and I congratulate them for that. I 
congratulate the Leader of the Opposition for what has been a positively Howardesque — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: The Premier! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am sorry, the Premier. Perhaps this will also happen to the Leader of the Opposition in 
due course!  

Mr E.S. Ripper: You can continue with the analogy.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I congratulate the Premier on his ascension to power, which has been positively 
Howardesque. It was an extraordinary comeback. Whilst I would have preferred that to not have happened, I 
congratulate him on his remarkable achievement. I know that the other ministers did not think they would be 
sitting in those seats for a considerable time, but I congratulate them on getting there. It is very exciting and a 
great honour to be a government minister.  

Being a new member of Parliament is an exciting time. When one first arrives in this place, everything is very 
confusing. There are a lot of things that new members think they will never understand, but I am sure, over time, 
they will come to understand what happens here. They will hopefully be here for long enough to appreciate the 
experience. Members should always remember that it is a wonderful opportunity and a great privilege just to be 
here. If they are here for only four years, they should regard that time fondly. If they are here for more than four 
years, they should enjoy the time while it lasts and should never become bitter. I always advise new members to 
remember how lucky and happy they felt on the night on which they were elected. They should remember to 
keep that inner glow, even if it does not last as long as they might hope.  

I acknowledge all the staff of the building and the grounds. Hansard reporters invariably do a wonderful job. I 
thank all the chamber staff. The attendants tell me that I hold the record for ordering the most glasses of water of 
any member in history. I think that is because I am staying in the house so much more than I used to and it gets 
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kind of hot in here. I acknowledge all the attendants and the staff around the building and in the bar. Everyone’s 
favourite staff member, Romeo, is about to celebrate his twenty-fifth year in the building. He told me that he 
arrived here when Ray O’Connor was Premier. I particularly acknowledge Romeo for his long service to the 
house. I think a function will be held shortly to acknowledge his service. I also acknowledge the outside staff—I 
do not know their names—the gardeners and groundskeepers of the building. I wave to them as I drive in, as I 
am sure do most members, but I do not know their names. I thank them for their work. They do a good job. It is a 
hard job to be outside all the time.  

In closing, I particularly acknowledge the member for Willagee, the former Premier, who has had to endure 
more than most people should. He has got on with the job and has conducted himself with a magnificent amount 
of decorum since the election. He was an outstanding and a great Premier.  

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [5.14 pm]: On behalf of the 
Parliamentary National Party I pass on our best wishes to all members for the festive season and the 
parliamentary break and wish them an enjoyable and safe time during that break. We also pass on our thanks to 
the parliamentary staff, the groundspeople and all those who contribute to the Parliament. We wish them best 
wishes for the season.  

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): It is not all that often that I get to make a speech in this place. Many 
people have said to me, “It must be wonderful to be the Speaker because you are rather good at making 
speeches.” I say to people, “I actually get to stop people from making speeches! That is the role of the Speaker.”  

Members will appreciate that I am a fine student of Hansard and have spent many a late hour in this place 
looking at former adjournment speeches, and I thought I would craft something together.  

Mr M. McGowan: Is it a poem? 

The SPEAKER: No, it is not a poem. I was hoping that the member for Balcatta might be here. On behalf of 
myself, the Deputy Speaker and the Acting Speakers I thank members, in this thirty-eighth Parliament, for the 
opportunity to be up here and, on most occasions, for the respect that members show us. It is a challenging role 
for many of us coming to this place for the first time, let alone being the Speaker. I thank members for their 
general respect.  

It certainly is a long journey for me, from a seat that no longer exists—the seat of Greenough—to be sitting up 
here. It is not a position that I expected to be in, and, to be quite open with members, it is not a position that I 
aspired to. I certainly admired the work of the previous Speaker, Hon Fred Riebeling. I had the opportunity, with 
the previous Speaker, to be an Acting Speaker, and obviously gained some experience in the role. It is something 
that I hope to be able to offer my fellow team. Today, they had their first non-crayfish meal in the Speaker’s 
suite. I think there were a couple of sausages and a couple of chops—and that is the way it will continue, 
members!  

Mr T.R. Buswell: Is that your three per cent?  

The SPEAKER: That is my three per cent, Treasurer!  

To both the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition, I thank you for your support in this place, your conduct 
and the way that business is done here. I also thank the Leader of the House and the manager of opposition 
business for keeping me informed and also asking questions about things that need clarification. I think it is 
important for the efficiency of this place for that to happen, so I would like to thank them.  

I would also like to thank the people who sit at this desk in front of me. I would like to start with Peter McHugh. 
Peter is here. I had the marvellous experience of travelling with Peter to China a couple of years ago on a trip 
with the then honourable Speaker Fred Riebeling. Peter is an interesting person. Members have got to keep the 
trip to China in their minds when I say this—in no way would I compare Peter to a piece of fruit; however, he is 
a great mandarin! Peter, I thank you for your counsel and for your assistance.  

John Mandy informs me that he is once again coming north to Geraldton to tend the graves of some relatives. I 
once loaned John a shovel. I do not know if it was the same shovel that came back, John, but it was returned and 
it is still available if you need to tend those graves further. I thank John also for his wise counsel.  

I thank Liz Kerr, who is leaving us. Liz is growing Australia, as some of you may have noticed! I do wish her 
well. We will miss her guidance around here. We hope that she is able to return at some point; even several 
points, with several members of the family! 

I also thank Kirsten Robinson. Kirsten is the quietest of the trio I have mentioned. Her guidance is exceptional. I 
thank you, Kirsten. 
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I have the best Sergeant-at-Arms that a person could ever hope for in Julia Lawrinson. Julia actually brings new 
meaning to the use of the mace. I only wish it was a mace that could be used as a spray in other places, Sergeant! 
We may try to negotiate that on another day. I look forward to that. 

I thank everybody who works in the chamber. Sometimes I think as new members it takes quite a while to 
understand and appreciate what the people in the chamber do. I certainly know that it extends beyond bringing 
the leader of opposition business a sixth or seventh glass of water for the day. It is quite an onerous task and it is 
performed with great efficiency, so I would particularly like to thank Isla, Kathy, Denis, Daniel, Selena, David 
and Megan. Some members may not know Megan. She has been assigned to me for this period of Parliament to 
work and help me in some of the things that I need to have happen for the Speaker’s Office. Megan came off the 
floor in the chamber but she also does that job. Therefore, she has done double duty and I would like to thank 
Megan in particular. 

Members cannot have this sort of body without help and assistance. I would really like to thank Vince. Vince is 
fabulous and past Speakers would certainly endorse Vince’s work in the Speaker’s suite. His chicken broth and 
dry biscuits are absolutely wonderful and that is the reason I am able to stand before members today. I will invite 
some members in on other occasions. 

One of my great passions in coming to this place in 2005 was education and I continue to have a great passion 
for education. One thing reflected to me not only in my electorate, but also broadly across Western Australia, is 
what a fabulous education program the Parliament of Western Australia has. I would certainly like to 
acknowledge the work of Jane Gray and all her staff in the Parliamentary Education Office. The great number of 
schools, staff and students who come through the Parliament would all endorse that fabulous program. In my 
opinion it is the best parliamentary schools program in Australia; it is done brilliantly. 

Once again, I know some members are new and they are sitting on committees. The committee staff in this place 
are excellent and I would like to acknowledge them. There are many other parts of Parliament that come together 
to make this place work; it is not just about politics or about us in this chamber. I think other members in this 
place have acknowledged the staff in Parliamentary Services, Hansard, and the Library, the dining room staff, 
the gardeners, security staff, Building Services, the switchboard operators and also our faithful audiovisual 
people who have had a few struggles in recent times. 

I wish members a fantastic festive season. Happy Christmas and all the best for the new year. I look forward not 
to being here next Thursday; I hope that is not the case. I hope I see members later today over, perhaps, half a 
glass of red and I wish members a safe and successful summer and look forward to being here again when 
Parliament resumes next year.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.22 pm 
__________ 

 
 


